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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 030409 
ORIGIN OES-06 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO 
EB-08 FMC-02 INR-07 NSAE-00 SAL-01 CG-00 DLOS-06 L-03 
INT-05 AGRE-00 /049 R 

DRAFTED BY OES/OFA/FA:B SHALLMAN:EEB 
APPROVED BY OF.S/OFA/FA: AT .7,1 ICC A 
OES/OFA/FA : KCLARK-BOURNE 
ARA/MEX-MR. FALK 

102030Z 127965/53 

R 101735Z FEB 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

UNCLAS STATE 030409 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, PFOR, MX 

SUBJECT: US/MEXICO FISHERIES AGREEMENT 

REF: MEXICO 1466 

1. REGARDING PARAGRAPH 2 REFTEL, DEPT. WOULD BE 
PLEASED TO DISCUSS RECIPROCAL CLAUSE XV IN AGREEMENT AND 
STEPS WHICH MUST BE TAKEN IN ORDER FOR MEXICAN FISHERY TO 
TAKE PLACE OFF U.S. COAST. AS HAS BEEN POINTED OUT TO 

GOM ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS. THE U.S./MEXICO FISHERIES AGREE- 
MENT IS NOT A RECIPROCAL AGREEMENT, AND DOES NOT PROVIDE 
FOR MEXICAN FISHING OFF U.S. COAST. ACCORDING TO US 200 
MILE FISHERIES LAW, P.L. 94-265, IN ORDER FOR SUCH FISHING 
TO TAKE PLACE IT IS FIRST NECESSARY THAT USG AND GOM CON 
CLUDE A GOVERNING INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES AGREEMENT (GIFA). 

THIS IS ESSENTIALLY AN AGREEMENT ON CERTAIN PRINCIPLES. 

GOM WOULD THEN MAKE APPLICATION FOR ACCESS TO SPECIFIC 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 030409 

FISHERIES, AND IF U.S. FISHERMEN ARE NOT TAKING ALL 
OF PERMISSABLE CATCH, SURPLUS CAN BE ALLOCATED 
TO MEXICAN FISHERMEN PURSUANT TO LICENSING PROCEDURE. 

2. PLEASE MAKE CERTAIN THAT GOM UNDERSTANDS UHAT IS 
NECESSARY IN ORDER TO FISH OFF U.S. COAST AFTER MARCH 1. 
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EMBASSY MIGHT INQUIRE OF GOM IF IT IS TAKING STEPS TO 
INFORM ITS FISHERMEN THAT U.S. WILL BE ENFORCING 200 MILE 
FISHERIES JURISDICTION BEGINNING MARCH 1. IN THIS CONNEC- 
TION, SPECIFIC MENTION MIGHT BE MADE OF AB ALONE OFF 
CORTES BANK, WHICH WILL COME UNDER U.S. JURISDICTION ON 
MARCH 1. DEPT HAS RECENTLY BEEN MADE AWARE OF MEXICAN 
AB ALONE FISHERMEN TAKING AB ALONE IN THIS AREA WITHOUT 
REGARD TO CONSERVATION MEASURES ESTABLISHED BY STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA. THIS RECENT FISHING HAS REPORTEDLY BEEN QUITE 
HEAVY AND HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF CRITICISM FROM U.S. 
FISHERMEN AND CALIFORNIA STATE OFFICIALS. GOM SHOULD 
MAKE CERTAIN ITS FISHERMEN DO NOT CONTINUE THIS FISHING 
AFTER MARCH 1 UNTIL SUCH TIME AS IT MIGHT BE AUTHORIZED 
ACCORDING TO PROCEDURES OUTLINED PARAGRAPH 1 ABOVE. 
VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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